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Music Curriculum - Charanga 
Essential Knowledge 

National Curriculum: Purpose of Study 
Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A highquality music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love 
of music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. As pupils progress, they should develop a critical 
engagement with music, allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination to the best in the musical canon. 

National Curriculum Aims 
The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils:  

 perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and 
musicians  

 learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use 
technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence  

 understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, 
timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations 

Curriculum-aligned: Charanga resources are designed to cover the National Curriculum for Music fully, ensuring teachers meet its statutory requirements while 
offering creative freedom.  

• Comprehensive and ready-to-use: Each unit includes fully developed Teacher Guides, Medium-Term Plans, and Lesson Plans, providing you with everything 
you need to deliver high-quality music lessons confidently. 

• Structured progression: Lesson sequences support the development of listening skills, vocal and instrumental technique, improvisation, and composition, 
enabling clear tracking of children’s progress over time. 

• Differentiation built in: Guidance is provided for less confident learners and more advanced pupils, allowing you to tailor activities to individual needs and 
maintain engagement across the classroom. 

• Practical and flexible: Each lesson includes instructions, suggested activities, and opportunities for assessment. Teachers can adapt the plans to 
accommodate different class sizes, abilities, or timetable constraints without compromising core learning outcomes. 

• Engaging and inspiring: Lessons incorporate a variety of musical experiences and opportunities, including singing, movement, story-based performance, and 
ensemble work, while supporting cross-curricular learning, motivating children, and fostering their love of music. 
Reflective and assessable: Suggested questions and assessment approaches help you monitor learning, provide feedback, and celebrate children’s progress. 
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Year 3 and 4 mixed age will be ready by Jan 26.  Teach Year 4 units 1 and 2 from the old Charanga scheme until this time. 
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